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1
SURGICAL TOOL WITH SHEATH

BACKGROUND

This disclosure relates to improved surgical tools, methods
of performing surgical procedures with a surgical tool assem-
bly, and to surgical tool kits. In particular, the disclosure
relates to such surgical tool assemblies usable to shave, cut,
resect, abrade and/or remove tissue, bone and or other bodily
materials using rigid sheaths having different shapes.

Surgical apparatus used to shave, cut, resect, abrade and/or
remove tissue, bone and or other bodily materials are known.
Such surgical apparatus can include a cutting surface, such as
a rotating blade, disposed on an elongated inner tube that is
rotated within an elongated outer tube having a cutting win-
dow. The inner and outer tubes together forming a surgical
cutting blade. In general, the elongated outer tube includes a
distal end defining an opening or cutting window that exposes
the cutting surface of the inner tube (at the distal end of the
inner tube) to tissue, bone and/or any other bodily materials.
A powered handpiece is used to rotate the inner tube with
respect to the outer tube while an outer tube hub (connected to
the proximal end of the outer tube) is rigidly fixed to the
handpiece and an inner tube hub (connected to the proximal
end of the inner tube) is loosely held in place by the powered
handpiece and can move axially.

During surgery, it may be necessary or helpful to precisely
orient a tip of the surgical cutting blade (defining the cutting
surface within the cutting window) at a specific angle.
Because of this requirement, it is known to provide multiple
surgical cutting blades having first ends angled to different
fixed degrees. Thus, depending on the needs or requirements
of the surgery, a surgeon can switch between multiple difter-
ent surgical cutting blades multiple times during surgery so as
to precisely orient the selected surgical cutting blade in the
exact location he/she is trying to reach.

A number of difficulties have been encountered in attempt-
ing to develop reliable flexible-shaft surgical blades that
would allow the surgeon to use only one surgical cutting
blade, as opposed to changing between different surgical
cutting blades having different shapes and/or window orien-
tations based on a newly desired target orientation. For
example, surgical cutting blades have been developed that are
initially straight and can then be bent to a desired angle.
However, the drawback for this design is that once the surgi-
cal cutting blade instrument is bent, any rebend of the surgical
cutting blade instrument to obtain a different angled configu-
ration is not effective or reliable in allowing for proper rota-
tion of the inner tube. Instead, a new surgical cutting blade
must be used if a different angle configuration of the blade is
required/desired. Another example involves the use of a lever
arm that allows a surgeon to bend the surgical cutting blade
instrument to a specific angle and hold the instrument at that
angle. However, the drawback for this design is that the lever
cannot be locked into place and thus requires the surgeon to
continuously apply pressure to the lever in order to hold the
instrument in the desired angled orientation. Additionally,
typically, the bending of the instrument using the lever is
limited to only one direction (typically concave) and is not
bi-directional.

SUMMARY

User preferences, such as those of the surgeons, as well as
the demands of surgery dictate limitless requirements for the
curvature of a surgical tool and for the orientation of the
cutting window of the tool. Accommodating such user pref-
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2

erences and surgery requirements during surgical procedures
requires the use of many surgical tools having different
angled configurations and/or window orientations. The use of
multiple surgical tools can be very costly and requires hospi-
tals/surgeons to come equipped with a large variety of surgi-
cal tools so as to accommodate any and all needs that arise
during surgery.

It would be advantageous to provide an arrangement that
would allow the surgeon to utilize one surgical cutting tool (or
blade) for all surgery requirements. A flexible cutting blade is
provided that is selectively connectable to a plurality of rigid
sheaths having different shapes. The arrangement allows the
surgeon to use one blade for many surgical applications (be-
cause the blade can be coupled with a sheath having any
desired shape) without having the need to purchase, store and
use large quantities of blade inventory to meet the demands of
surgery.

In various exemplary embodiments, a main unit may be
provided that allows for the attachment of a rigid sheath. The
rigid sheath may advantageously be formed in a straight or
angled configuration such that insertion of the main unit into
the rigid sheath conforms the main unit to the configuration of
the sheath. The main unit allows for such conformation via
flexible portions of its inner and outer tubes. These flexible
portions conform to any bend of the rigid sheath and thus
allow the surgeon to use one main unit at different angles (or
in a straight configuration) by attaching different angled
sheaths. A first connector portion is located on the main unit
and a second connector portion is located on the rigid sheath
that allow for the coupling between the main unit and the rigid
sheath.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, a surgical
tool may include a main unit having inner and outer tubes,
each having first and second ends. The inner tube may include
a cutting surface at the first end and a flexible portion located
between the first end and the second end. The outer tube may
include a cutting window at the first end and a flexible portion
located between the first end and the second end. The inner
tube is received within the outer tube so as to align the cutting
surface of the inner tube with the cutting window of the outer
tube. The surgical tool may also include a rigid sheath having
a first end and a second end such that the rigid sheath remov-
ably receives the main unit allowing the cutting window to
extend beyond an opening of the first end of the rigid sheath.
The surgical tool further includes a connector having a first
connector portion located on the main unit and a second
connector portion located on the rigid sheath. The first con-
nector portion, when connected to the second connector por-
tion, detachably couples the rigid sheath to the main unit. The
main unit can be completely removed from the rigid sheath
when the first and second connector portions are uncoupled
from each other.

In some embodiments, the rigid sheath includes a first
tapered portion extending from the first end of the rigid sheath
for a first tapered distance along the rigid sheath. In some
embodiments, the rigid sheath includes a second tapered por-
tion extending from the second end of the rigid sheath for a
second tapered distance along the rigid sheath. Additionally,
in some embodiments, a rigid sheath includes an untapered
portion extending between the first tapered portion and the
second tapered portion, the untapered portion having a larger
diameter than the first and second tapered portions.

In some embodiments, the flexible portion of the inner tube
and the flexible portion of the outer tube are radially, sym-
metrically bendable about a longitudinal, central axis of the
surgical tool.
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In some embodiments, the rigid sheath is straight along its
entire length.

In some embodiments, the rigid sheath includes a curved
portion at least near the first end of the rigid sheath. In some
embodiments, for example, an angle of the curved portion can
be one of 15°, 30°, 40°, 60°, 75°, and 110°; however, other
angles of the curved portion are possible.

In some embodiments, the flexible portion of the inner and
outer tubes assumes a substantially straight orientation when
the main unit is not inserted into the rigid sheath.

In some embodiments, the first and second connector por-
tions are adjustably connectable to each other such that an
orientation of the cutting window relative to a longitudinal
axis of the rigid sheath can be radially adjusted.

In some embodiments, one of the first and second connec-
tor portions includes a plurality of individually selectable
engagement members, and the other of the first and second
connector portions includes an engaging member that is
selectively engaged with one of the engagement members to
select a desired orientation of the cutting window.

In some embodiments, for example, there are four of the
engagement members to provide for selectable orientation of
the cutting window.

In some embodiments, for example, the four selectable
orientations are provided at intervals of 90° about the longi-
tudinal axis of the surgical tool. In some embodiments, the
engagement members are provided on the rigid sheath and the
engaging member is provided on the main unit.

In some embodiments, the engaging member is a protrud-
ing key, and the engagement members are a plurality of slots.

In some embodiments, the first connector portion is pro-
vided on the outer tube.

In some embodiments, the flexible portion of the inner tube
is located at least near the first end of the inner tube, and the
flexible portion of the outer tube is located at least near the
first end of the outer tube.

In some embodiments, the outer tube of the main unit
cannot rotate relative to the rigid sheath when the first and
second connector portions are coupled to each other.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, a method of
performing a surgical procedure with a surgical tool assembly
includes inserting a surgical tool into a passage of a patient.
The surgical tool includes a main unit and a first rigid sheath.
The main unit includes inner and outer tubes having first and
second ends. The inner tube includes a cutting surface at the
first end and a flexible portion located between the first end
and the second end. The outer tube includes a cutting window
at the first end and a flexible portion located between the first
end and the second end. The inner tube is received within the
outer tube so as to align the cutting surface of the inner tube
with the cutting window of the outer tube. The first rigid
sheath is disposed over the main unit and has a first end and a
second end. The cutting window extends beyond an opening
of the first end of the first rigid sheath. The method of per-
forming a surgical procedure with a surgical tool assembly
further includes removing the surgical tool from the passage
of the patient. Next, the method includes completely remov-
ing the main unit from the first rigid sheath and inserting the
main unit into a second rigid sheath. The second rigid sheath
has a first end and a second end and has a shape that is
different from a shape of the first rigid sheath. Finally, the
method of performing a surgical procedure with a surgical
tool assembly further includes inserting the surgical tool
comprised of the main unit and the second rigid sheath into
the passage of the patient.

In some embodiments, the first rigid sheath is straight and
the second rigid sheath has a curved portion near its first end.
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In some embodiments, the first and second rigid sheaths
each have curved portions near their first ends. The curved
portion of the first rigid sheath has an angle of curvature that
is different from an angle of curvature of the curved portion of
the second rigid sheath.

In some embodiments, the method of performing a surgical
procedure with a surgical tool assembly further includes
respectively coupling the first and second rigid sheaths to the
main unit to adjust a radial orientation of the cutting window
relative to a longitudinal axis of the rigid sheath.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a sur-
gical tool kit includes a main unit, a first rigid sheath and at
least one additional rigid sheath. The main unit includes inner
and outer tubes having first and second ends. The inner tube
includes a cutting surface at the first end and a flexible portion
located between the first end and the second end. The outer
tube includes a cutting window at the first end and a flexible
portion located between the first end and the second end. The
inner tube is received within the outer tube so as to align the
cutting surface of the inner tube with the cutting window of
the outer tube. The first rigid sheath has a first end and a
second end and is removably attachable to the main unit such
that the cutting window extends beyond an opening of the first
end of the first rigid sheath. The at least one additional rigid
sheath has a first end and a second end and is removably
attachable to the main unit instead of the first rigid sheath such
that the cutting window extends beyond an opening of the first
end of the at least one additional rigid sheath. The at least one
additional rigid sheath has a shape that is different from a
shape of the first rigid sheath.

In some embodiments, the first rigid sheath is straight and
the at least one additional rigid sheath has a curved portion at
least near the first end thereof.

In some embodiments, the kit further includes a plurality of
the additional rigid sheaths, each having a differently-curved
curved portion.

In some embodiments, the kit further includes a plurality of
the additional rigid sheaths, each having a shape that is dif-
ferent from each other and from the shape of the first rigid
sheath.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various exemplary embodiments of the disclosed surgical
tool will be described in detail with reference to the following
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a powered surgical
tool system that incorporates a controller, power source, fluid
source and suction source;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the main unit in accordance with the present disclosure;

FIG. 3B is a cross-sectional view of the surgical tool of
FIG. 2, and FIG. 3A is an enlarged view of the curved end of
the surgical tool of FIG. 3;

FIGS. 4A-C are simplified, perspective views of the inner
tube, outer tube and rigid sheath, separated from any connec-
tion with each other;

FIGS. 5A-C are enlarged, perspective views of the outer
tube disconnected from and connected to the rigid sheath,
respectively;

FIGS. 6A-D are simplified, side views of a portion of the
surgical tool of FIG. 2;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the orientation of the sur-
gical tool when the inner tube is disposed in the outer tube
only (no rigid sheath is provided);
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FIG. 8 is a simplified, side view of a set (or kit) of sheaths
having different curved portions that can be used with the
inner and outer tubes of FIG. 7, for example;

FIGS. 9A-E are side views of the surgical tool of FIG. 2
during a surgical procedure in which it is deployed in the
passage of a patient;

FIG. 10 is a simplified, top view of the engagement por-
tions having been cut down the longitudinal axis and laid
open, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 11 is an elongated, perspective view of the inner and
outer tubes of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of the rigid sheath.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following exemplary embodiments are described
below with reference to the figures in the context of human
surgery, such as ear, nose and throat surgery, and in particular
sinus surgery as well as head and neck surgery. The following
exemplary embodiments may also be utilized in spinal sur-
gery, orthopedic surgery, and various other surgical applica-
tions. All exemplary embodiments of the invention are
intended to be used in any applicable field of endeavor.

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a powered surgical tool system.
Except for the cutting tool, to be described hereafter, the
system may be in accordance with the system disclosed in
U.S. Pat. No. 7,247,161, the disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety. As shown in FIG. 1,
the powered surgical tool system 1 includes a handle 2, a
footswitch 4 (with pedal 12), power source 16, fluid (liquid
and/or gas) source 22, suction source 28, a controller 6, con-
sole 3, fluid pump 5 and a fluid inlet/irrigation outlet 7. The
handle 2 is connected, at its distal end, to a surgical tool 8. The
surgical tool 8 includes a cutting instrument 8« at its distal end
that is used to cut, shave, remove, resect and/or abrade tissue,
bone and/or other bodily materials.

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary
embodiment of the surgical tool 8, in accordance with aspects
of the invention. The tool 8 incorporates an inner tube 9, an
outer tube 10 and a rigid sheath 11. In this exemplary embodi-
ment, an inner tube hub 13 is formed on the second end 14 of
the inner tube 9 and an outer tube hub 15 is formed on the
second end 17 of the outer tube 10. The inner tube 9 is inserted
into a fluid passage 20 (FIG. 3A) formed within the outer tube
10 so that the inner tube 9 is co-axially disposed within the
outer tube 10 until the top portion 19 of the inner tube hub 13
contacts or nearly contacts the bottom portion 18 of the outer
tube hub 15. The outer tube 10 has a larger diameter than the
inner tube 9, thus allowing for insertion of the inner tube 9
within the outer tube 10. However, it should be appreciated
that the inner and outer tubes will be pre-assembled prior to
delivery to the customer. Thus, a customer will most likely not
be inserting the inner tube into the outer tube. Instead, the
customer will merely be attaching and detaching the rigid
sheath from the main unit.

FIG. 12 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the rigid sheath
11. In this exemplary embodiment, the rigid sheath 11
includes a first tapered portion 53, a second tapered portion
54, and an untapered portion 55. The first tapered portion 53
extends from the first end 41 of the rigid sheath 11 for a first
tapered distance 56 along the rigid sheath 11. The second
tapered portion 54 extends from the second end 42 of the rigid
sheath 11 for a second tapered distance 57 along the rigid
sheath 11. The untapered portion 55 extends between the first
tapered portion 53 and the second tapered portion 54. The
untapered portion has a larger diameter than the first tapered
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portion 53 and second tapered portion 54. The larger diameter
of'the portion 55 makes it easier to push the main unit (tubes
9 and 10) through the sheath 11, especially when the sheath
11 includes one or more curves. The tapered portions 53, 54
help prevent vibration between the rigid sheath 11 and the
tubes (inner 9 and outer 10). The diameter of the larger-
diameter untapered portion 55 depends on a length of the rigid
cutting portion at the distal end of the outer tube 10. However,
in a straight rigid sheath 11, for example, the entire rigid
sheath 11 may include only a small diameter like the tapered
portions 53 and 54.

The inner tube 9, inner tube hub 13, outer tube 10 and outer
tube hub 15 form a main unit 21 (FIG. 7). The inner and outer
tube hubs 13, 15 couple the inner and outer tubes 9, 10,
respectively, to the handle 2 such that the inner and outer
tubes 9, 10 are rotatable relative to one another and the handle
2.

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the surgical tool
8 with the inner tube 9 co-axially disposed within the fluid
passage 20 of the outer tube 10. FIG. 3A is an enlarged view
of the distal end of the tool. The inner tube 9 includes a
fluid/bodily materials removal passage 23 that extends the
length of the inner tube 9. The inner tube 9 also includes a
cutting surface 26 at its first end 24 while the outer tube
includes a cutting window 27 at its first end 25. The inner tube
9 is co-axially disposed within the outer tube 10 such that the
cutting surface 26 is exposed at the cutting window 27. The
cutting surface 26 disposed within the cutting window 27
form a cutting instrument 8a, which cuts by rotating the inner
tube 9 within the outer tube 10.

In an exemplary embodiment, for example, a spring 29 is
disposed on the interior of the outer tube hub 15 and on the
exterior of the outer tube 10. The spring 29 allows for move-
ment of a compliance portion 31 of the outer tube 10. The
compliance portion 31 is disposed around the circumference
of the outer tube 10 and fixed thereto. When pressure is
applied to the compliance portion 31 along an axial direction
30, the compliance portion 31 is depressed within an accep-
tance portion 32 of the outer tube hub 15 via compression
movement of the spring 29 to a compressed position (not
shown). The movement of the compliance portion 31 allows
for ease of connection of the rigid sheath 11 to the outer tube
10. When pressure is removed from the compliance portion
31 and the rigid sheath 11 is not attached, the compliance
portion 31 returns to its original position (i.e., uncompressed
position). In the uncompressed position, the compliance por-
tion 31 is disposed on an exterior side 33 of the acceptance
portion 32 and the spring 29 is uncompressed. When pressure
is removed from the compliance portion 31 and the rigid
sheath 11 is attached, the compliance structure 31 is in a
semi-compressed position such that a portion of the compli-
ance structure 31 remains within the acceptance portion 32, as
illustrated in FIG. 5C.

In another exemplary embodiment, the spring 29 can be
disposed on the exterior of the outer tube hub 15.

FIGS. 4A-C illustrate perspective views of the inner tube 9
(FIG. 4A) removed from being disposed within the outer tube
10 (FIG. 4B), and the rigid sheath 11 (FIG. 4C) removed from
being disposed around the outer tube 10. The inner tube 9
includes at least one flexible portion 34 and a rigid portion 36.
Therigid portion 36 may include at least a portion of the inner
tube 9 including the cutting surface 26 at the first end 24 of the
inner tube and may also include a portion of the inner tube 9
near the second end 14 of the inner tube 9. The circumferen-
tial flexible portion 34 of the inner tube 9 is located near the
first end 24 of the inner tube 9 and extends for a distance along
the length of the inner tube 9, as illustrated in FIG. 4A.
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However, the invention is not limited to the configuration of
the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 4A. The flexible portion
34 of the inner tube 9 can be located along any portion or the
entire length of the inner tube 9. Additionally, the flexible
portion 34 of the inner tube 9 can be located at multiple,
different locations along the inner tube 9.

The outer tube includes at least one flexible portion 35 and
the rigid portion 37. The rigid portion 37 may include at least
aportion of the outer tube 10 including the cutting window 27
at the first end 25 of the outer tube and may also include a
portion ofthe outer tube 10 near the second end 17 of the outer
tube 10. The circumferential flexible portion 35 of the outer
tube 10 is located near the first end 25 of the outer tube 10 and
extends for a distance along the length of the outer tube 10, as
shown in FIG. 4B. However, the invention is not limited to the
configuration of the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 4B. The
flexible portion 35 of the outer tube 10 can be located along
any portion or the entire length of the outer tube 10. Addi-
tionally, the flexible portion 35 of the outer tube 10 can be
located at multiple, different locations along the outer tube
10.

The flexible portion 35 of the outer tube 10 can encompass
a greater portion of the outer tube 10 than the flexible portion
34 of the inner tube 9 or, in the alternative, the flexible portion
34 of the inner tube 9 can encompass a greater portion of the
inner tube 9 than the flexible portion 35 of the outer tube 10.
In the illustrated embodiment, the flexible portion 35 of the
outer tube 10 starts at a position close to the cutting window
27 and extends for a distance, and the flexible portion 34 of
the inner tube 9 starts at a position close to the cutting surface
26 and extends for a distance.

The flexible portions 34, 35 are radially, symmetrically
bendable about a longitudinal axis 40 of the main unit 21
(FIGS. 3 and 7). That is, the flexible portions 34, 35 can be
bend in any direction (up, down, left, right, and all directions
in between). However, in one embodiment, for example, the
flexible portions 34, 35 assume a substantially straight orien-
tation when the main unit 21 is not inserted into the rigid
sheath 11 (FIG. 7). In accordance with some embodiments,
the flexible portions 34, 35 with the rigid portions 36, 37 can
be formed in a one- or two-piece configuration. However, the
flexible portions 34, 35 are not limited to these configurations
and other configurations of the flexible portions 34, 35 are
possible.

In the one-piece configuration, the inner and outer tubes 9,
10 are formed of a rigid material. The flexible portions 34, 35
are formed on the inner and outer tubes 9, 10 by laser cutting
pieces ofthe rigid material of the tubes 9, 10 to form openings
therein. The tubes 9, 10 including the openings are then
wrapped with a layer of pliable material in order hold the
inner and outer tubes, respectively, together. One such
example of flexible portions can be found in U.S. Pat. No.
5,707,350, the disclosure of which is incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

In the two-piece configuration, the rigid portions of the
inner and outer tubes 9, 10 are formed of a rigid material. The
flexible portions 34, 35 are formed separately from the rigid
portions of the inner and outer tubes 9, 10. First, a first thin
strip of metal is formed into a coil. Next, a second thin strip of
metal is formed into a coil around the first thin strip of metal.
The second thin strip of metal is coiled around the first thin
strip of metal in a direction opposite that of the first thin strip
of' metal. Depending on the thickness required of the flexible
portions 34, 35, a third thin strip of metal can be formed into
acoil around the first and second thin strips of metal. The third
thin strip of metal is coiled around the first and second thin
strips of metal in a direction opposite that of the second thin
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strip of metal. Once the flexible portions are formed, the rigid
portions of the inner and outer tubes can be attached to the
flexible portion, for example, by spot welding. One such
example of flexible portions can be found in U.S. Pat. No.
4,646,738, the disclosure of which is incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety. FIG. 11 illustrates the configuration of the
exemplary embodiment. In this two-piece configuration, the
first thin strip 10a, second thin strip 106 and third thin strip
10c make up the flexible portion 35 of the outer tube 10. The
inner tube 9 can be formed in the same manner as the outer
tube so as to have a first thin strip, second thin strip and third
thin strip (not shown) but could be formed from less strips
such as one thin strip or from more strips.

As illustrated in FIGS. 5A-C, a first connector portion 38 is
fixed to the outer tube 10, closer to the second end 17 of the
outer tube 10 than the flexible portion 35, and a second
connector portion 39 is formed on a second end 42 of the rigid
sheath 11. In the exemplary embodiment, the second connec-
tor portion 39 includes a plurality of individually selectable
engagement members 394¢-394 (FIG. 10) and the first con-
nector portion 38 is an engaging member that can be selec-
tively engaged in one of the engagement members 39a-394.
The engaging member can be a protruding key and the
engagement members 39a-d can be a plurality of slots; how-
ever, the invention is not limited to a key and slot arrangement
and can employ any configuration of an engaging member
and engagement members while still allowing for the selec-
tive and rotationally adjustable coupling of the rigid sheath 11
to the main unit 21. The engagement of the engaging member
38 with one of the engagement members 39a-d detachably
couples the rigid sheath 11 to the main unit 21 such that the
outer tube 10 cannot rotate relative to the rigid sheath 11.
When the engaging member 38 is not engaged with one of the
engagement members 39a-d, the main unit 21 can be com-
pletely removed from the rigid sheath 11.

The placement of the first connector portion 38 and second
connector portion 39 is not limited to the embodiment
described above and illustrated herein. The first connector
portion can include either a plurality of individually select-
able engagement members or an engaging member. Addition-
ally, the first connector portion 38 can be located anywhere on
the main unit 21 or rigid sheath 11 as long as the rigid sheath
11 is removably attachable to the main unit 21. The second
connector portion 39 can include the other of either a plurality
of'individually selectable engagement members or an engag-
ing member. Additionally, the second connector portion can
be located anywhere on the main unit 21 or rigid sheath 11 as
long as the rigid sheath 11 is removably attachable to the main
unit 21.

In order to assemble the surgical tool, the inner tube 9 is
inserted into the fluid passage 20 of the outer tube 10 via the
second end 17 of the outer tube 10 until the cutting surface 26
of'the inner tube 9 is aligned with the cutting window 27 of the
outer tube 10 (FIG. 7). FIG. 7 illustrates the substantially
straight orientation of the inner and outer tubes 9, 10 when not
disposed in the rigid sheath 11. However, as discussed previ-
ously, it should be appreciated that the inner and outer tubes
will be pre-assembled prior to delivery to the customer. Thus,
a customer will most likely not be inserting the inner tube into
the outer tube. Instead, the customer will merely be attaching
and detaching the rigid sheath from the main unit.

FIGS. 5A-C illustrate the connection between the engag-
ing member 38 and one of the engagement members 39. The
main unit 21 is inserted into the an opening 44 of the second
end 42 of the rigid sheath 11 (FIG. 5A) until the cutting
window 27 with exposed cutting surface 26 extends beyond
an opening 43 of the first end 41 of the rigid sheath 11 (FIGS.
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4 and 6A-D). The engaging member 38 extends through an
opening 46 of the one engagement member 39 for a distance
until a base 47 of the rigid sheath 11 contacts the compliance
portion 31. Pressure is then applied to the rigid sheath 11
forcing movement of the compliance portion 31 in an axial
direction 30 so that the compliance portion 31 is depressed
within the acceptance portion 32 of the outer tube hub 15 via
compression movement of the spring 29 to the compressed
position (FIG. 5B). In this compressed position, the engaging
member 38 contacts or nearly contacts the top 48 of the
engagement member 39. The rigid sheath 11 is then rotated in
the circumferential direction for a distance before the com-
pressing force is released thus allowing the compliance por-
tion 31 to move to a semi-compressed position and the engag-
ing member 38 to contact the lock portion 49 of the
engagement member 39. In this position, the rigid sheath 11
is temporarily fixed/coupled to the outer tube 10 of the main
unit 21 (FIG. 5C).

The rigid sheath 11 can be decoupled from the outer tube
10 by applying pressure to the rigid sheath 11 thus forcing the
compliance portion 31 to become depressed within the accep-
tance portion 32 of the outer tube hub 15 via compression
movement of the spring 29 to the compressed position (not
shown). In this compressed position, the engaging member 38
contacts or nearly contacts the top 48 of the engagement
member 39. The rigid sheath 11 is then rotated in the reverse
circumferential direction (reverse of the direction used to
couple of the rigid sheath 11 to the outer tube 10) before the
compressing force is released thus allowing the compliance
portion 31 to return to the uncompressed position and the
engaging member 38 to be located in the opening 46 of the
engagement member. The main unit 21 can then be com-
pletely removed from the rigid sheath 11.

In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 10, the second con-
nector portion 39 includes four engagement members 39a-d.
The four engagement members 39 are formed on the rigid
sheath 11 in intervals of 90° about the longitudinal axis 40 of
the surgical tool. However, the second connector portion is
not limited to this configuration. At a minimum, the second
connector portion 39 should include at least one engagement
member 39 but is not limited to four engagement members 39.
The adjustable connection between engaging member 38 and
a single or plurality of engagement members 39 allows for the
orientation of the cutting window 27 relative to the longitu-
dinal axis 40 of the rigid sheath 11 to be radially adjusted.

FIGS. 6 A-D illustrate the adjustment of the orientation of
the cutting window 27 relative to the longitudinal axis 40 of
the rigid sheath 11 by engagement of the engaging member 38
with each of the four engagement members 39a-d of the
exemplary embodiment. FIG. 6A illustrates the engagement
of'the engaging member 38 with the first engagement member
394 so as to orient the cutting window 27 in an outwardly
facing position. FIG. 6B illustrates the engagement of the
engaging member 38 with the second engagement member
395 so0 as to orient the cutting window 27 in an upwardly
facing position. FIG. 6C illustrates the engagement of the
engaging member 38 with the third engagement member 39¢
s0 as to orient the cutting window 27 in a downwardly facing
position. FIG. 6D illustrates the engagement of the engaging
member 38 with the fourth engagement member 394 so as to
orient the cutting window 27 in a backwardly facing position.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a set or kit
of rigid sheaths 11a-f'having different shapes. For example,
rigid sheath 11f'is straight along its entire length and thus
orients the flexible portions 34, 35 of the inner and outer tubes
9,10, respectively, to have a straight orientation. Each of rigid
sheaths 11a-e include a curved portion 50 at least near the first
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end 41 of the rigid sheath. An angle of the curved portion can
be one of 15°, 30°, 40° (not shown), 60°, 75°, and 110°, but is
not limited to these angles. Thus, the rigid sheath orients the
flexible portions 34, 35 of the inner and outer tubes 9, 10,
respectively, to the angle of the curved portion 50 of the rigid
sheath. The set of rigid sheaths can be supplied with a single
main unit 21. During surgery, the surgeon can selectively use
the main unit with one, more than one, or all of the rigid
sheaths.

The surgical tool 8 of the above described embodiments
can be used to perform surgical procedures. As illustrated in
FIG. 9A, the surgical tool including the main unit 21 and a
first rigid sheath 11f'is inserted into a passage 51 of a patient
s0 as to perform surgery using the surgical tool 8. The surgical
tool is then removed from the passage of the patient 51 (FIG.
9B). The first rigid sheath 11£is completely removed from the
main unit 21, as described above (FIG. 9C), and a second rigid
sheath 115 is attached to the main unit 21 (FIG. 9D). The
second rigid sheath 115 has a different shape from the first
rigid sheath 11a. The surgical tool including the main unit 21
and second rigid sheath 115 is inserted into the passage of the
patient 51 so as to perform surgery using the surgical tool 8
having the main unit 21 coupled to the second rigid sheath
115 (FIG. 9E). In addition to replacing one rigid sheath with
another, the surgeon can decouple the rigid sheath from the
main unit 21, change the orientation of the cutting window to
the same rigid sheath (by rotating the rigid sheath relative to
the main unit), and then recouple the main unit 21 to the same
rigid sheath.

As noted above, a surgical tool kit can be provided to the
surgeon. The surgical tool kit provides a plurality of differ-
ently shaped sheaths (i.e., sheaths with curved portions of
varying angles), as discussed above, and a single main unit
21. The surgical tool kit allows for the continued use of the
single main unit 21 and the interchangeability of the sheaths
so as to orient the inner and outer tubes 9, 10 of the main unit
21 to specific angles without having to completely change the
main unit 21. The surgical tool kit provides at least a first rigid
sheath 114 having a first end 41a and a second end 424a. The
first rigid sheath 11a can be removably attached to the main
unit 21 such that the cutting window extends beyond an
opening 43a of the first end 41a of the first rigid sheath 11a,
as disclosed above with respect to the coupling of the rigid
sheath 11 to the main unit 21. The first rigid sheath 11a can be
exchanged for the second rigid sheath 115. The second rigid
sheath 1154 is then removably attached to the main unit 21
such that the cutting window extends beyond an opening 435
of'the first end 415 of the second rigid sheath 115, as disclosed
above with respect to the coupling of the rigid sheath 11 to the
main unit 21. Various kit embodiments may include sheaths
having curved portions of any angle, as well as providing any
number of sheath options to choose from.

The illustrated exemplary embodiments of the surgical tool
as set forth above are intended to be illustrative and not
limiting. Various changes may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A surgical tool comprising:

a main unit including:

an inner tube having a first end and a second end, the
inner tube including a cutting surface at the first end
and a flexible portion located between the first end and
the second end; and

an outer tube having a first end and a second end, the
outer tube including a cutting window at the first end
and a flexible portion located between the first end and
the second end, the inner tube received within the
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outer tube so as to align the cutting surface of the inner
tube with the cutting window of the outer tube;
arigid sheath having a first end and a second end, the rigid
sheath removably receives the main unit such that the
cutting window extends beyond an opening of the first
end of the rigid sheath; and

a connector including:

a first connector portion located on the outer tube adja-
cent to the second end of the outer tube such that the
flexible portion of the outer tube is located between
the first connector portion and the first end of the outer
tube; and

a second connector portion located on the rigid sheath
adjacent to the second end of the rigid sheath, the first
connector portion when connected to the second con-
nector portion detachably couples the rigid sheath to
the outer tube, wherein

the main unit can be completely removed from the rigid
sheath when the first and second connector portions
are uncoupled from each other,

the first and second connector portions are adjustably con-

nectable to each other such that an orientation of the

cutting window relative to a longitudinal axis of the rigid
sheath can be radially adjusted, and

one of the first and second connector portions includes a

plurality of individually selectable engagement mem-

bers, and the other of the first and second connector
portions includes an engaging member that is selectively
engaged with one of the engagement members to select

a desired radial orientation of the cutting window.

2. The surgical tool of claim 1, further including a first
tapered portion of the rigid sheath extending from the firstend
of the rigid sheath for a first tapered distance along the rigid
sheath, the first tapered portion having a diameter smaller
than a central portion of the rigid sheath.

3. The surgical tool of claim 2, further including a second
tapered portion of the rigid sheath extending from the second
end of the rigid sheath for a second tapered distance along the
rigid sheath, the second tapered portion having a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the central portion of the rigid
sheath.

4. The surgical tool of claim 3, further including an unta-
pered portion extending between the first tapered portion and
the second tapered portion, the untapered portion having a
larger diameter than the first and second tapered portions.

5. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein there are four of the
engagement members to provide for selectable orientation of
the cutting window.

6. The surgical tool of claim 5, wherein the four selectable
orientations are provided at intervals of 90° about the longi-
tudinal axis of the surgical tool.

7. The surgical tool of claim 6, wherein the engagement
members are provided on the rigid sheath and the engaging
member is provided on the outer tube.

8. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the engaging mem-
ber is a protruding key, and the engagement members are a
plurality of slots.

9. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the flexible portion
of'the inner tube and the flexible portion of the outer tube are
radially, symmetrically bendable about a longitudinal, central
axis of the surgical tool.

10. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the rigid sheath is
straight along its entire length.

11. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the rigid sheath
includes a curved portion at least near the first end of the rigid
sheath.
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12. The surgical tool of claim 11, wherein an angle of the
curved portion is one of 15°,30°, 40°, 60°, 75°, and 110°.

13. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the flexible por-
tion of the inner tube is located at least near the first end of the
inner tube, and the flexible portion of the outer tube is located
at least near the first end of the outer tube.

14. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the outer tube of
the main unit cannot rotate relative to the rigid sheath when
the first and second connector portions are coupled to each
other.

15. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the cutting win-
dow extends through the opening located at the first end of the
rigid sheath and the cutting window protrudes beyond the first
end of the rigid sheath.

16. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein:

the first connector portion located on the outer tube adja-
cent to the second end of the outer tube is a protrusion;
and

the second connector portion located on the rigid sheath
adjacent to the second end of the rigid sheath includes a
plurality of'slots that extend in a longitudinal direction of
the rigid sheath and that pass entirely through a thick-
ness of a wall defining the rigid sheath from an inner
surface of the wall to an outer surface of the wall.

17. The surgical tool of claim 1, wherein the rigid sheath
removably receives the main unit such that the first end of the
rigid sheath is located between the first end of the outer tube
and the flexible portion of the outer tube.

18. A surgical tool kit comprising:

a main unit including:

an inner tube having a first end and a second end, the
inner tube including a cutting surface at the first end
and a flexible portion located between the first end and
the second end; and

an outer tube having a first end and a second end, the
outer tube including a cutting window at the first end
and a flexible portion located between the first end and
the second end, the inner tube received within the
outer tube so as to align the cutting surface of the inner
tube with the cutting window of the outer tube;

a first rigid sheath having a first end and a second end, the
first rigid sheath being removably attachable directly to
the outer tube such that the cutting window extends
through an opening located at the first end of the first
rigid sheath and such that the cutting window protrudes
beyond the first end of the first rigid sheath;

a connector including:

a first connector portion located on the outer tube adja-
cent to the second end of the outer tube such that the
flexible portion of the outer tube is located between
the first connector portion and the first end of the outer
tube; and

a second connector portion located on the first rigid
sheath adjacent to the second end of the first rigid
sheath, the first connector portion when connected to
the second connector portion detachably couples the
first rigid sheath to the outer tube, wherein

the main unit can be completely removed from the first
rigid sheath when the first and second connector por-
tions are uncoupled from each other,

the first and second connector portions are adjustably con-
nectable to each other such that an orientation of the
cutting window relative to a longitudinal axis of the first
rigid sheath can be radially adjusted, and

one of the first and second connector portions includes a
plurality of individually selectable engagement mem-
bers, and the other of the first and second connector
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portions includes an engaging member that is selectively
engaged with one of the engagement members to select
a desired radial orientation of the cutting window; and

at least one additional rigid sheath having a first end and a
second end, the at least one additional rigid sheath being
removably attachable directly to the outer tube instead of
the first rigid sheath such that the cutting window
extends through an opening located at the first end of the
at least one additional rigid sheath and such that the
cutting window protrudes beyond the first end of the at
least one additional rigid sheath,

wherein the at least one additional rigid sheath has a shape

that is different from a shape of the first rigid sheath.

19. The surgical tool kit of claim 18, wherein each of the
first rigid sheath and the at least one additional rigid sheath
has a first tapered portion that extends from the first end of the
rigid sheaths for a first tapered distance along the rigid
sheaths, the first tapered portion having a diameter smaller
than a diameter of a central portion of the rigid sheaths.

20. The surgical tool kit of claim 19, wherein each of the
first rigid sheath and the at least one additional rigid sheath
has a second tapered portion that extends from the second end
of the rigid sheaths for a second tapered distance along the
rigid sheaths, the second tapered portion having a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the central portion of the rigid
sheaths.
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21. The surgical tool kit of claim 20, wherein an untapered
portion of each of the first rigid sheath and the at least one
additional rigid sheath extends between the first tapered por-
tion and the second tapered portion, the untapered portion
having a larger diameter than the first and second tapered
portions.

22. The surgical tool kit of claim 18, wherein the first rigid
sheath is straight and the at least one additional rigid sheath
has a curved portion at least near the first end thereof.

23. The surgical tool kit of claim 22, further comprising:

a plurality of the additional rigid sheaths, each having a

differently-curved curved portion.

24. The surgical tool kit of claim 22, wherein an angle of
the curved portion is one of 15°,30°,40°, 60°, 75°, and 110°.

25. The surgical tool kit of claim 18, further comprising:

a plurality of the additional rigid sheaths, each having a

shape that is different from each other and from the
shape of the first rigid sheath.

26. The surgical tool kit of claim 18, wherein the first rigid
sheath and the at least one additional rigid sheath each remov-
ably receive the main unit such that the first end of the first
rigid sheath and the first end of the at least one additional rigid
sheath is located between the first end of the outer tube and the
flexible portion of the outer tube.
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